	American Center NOFO 2020	
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
U.S. EMBASSY VILNIUS
Notice of Funding Opportunity

Funding Opportunity Title: 	3D MakerSpaces and Entrepreneurship Workshops
Funding Opportunity Number:  PAS-LH500-FY20-02
CFDA Number: 19.441	
Deadline for Applications: 		September 13, 2020
Total Amount Available: 		$5,000


A. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

The U.S. Embassy in Vilnius announces an open competition for organizations to submit project proposals to implement a series of workshops encouraging creativity and innovation as well as entrepreneurial skills among young people between the ages of 13 to 18 from October 2020 to March 2021.  Please carefully follow all instructions below.  The deadline for submitting proposals is September 14, 2020.
Program Objectives: 
To organize monthly hands-on and minds-on workshops, labs, or practical science activities on emerging and smart technologies for high school students.  Each unique workshop will inspire the next generation of problem solvers, equip them with creativity and imagination, improve critical thinking skills, and encourage innovative entrepreneurship.  At the conclusion of each workshop (not to exceed two hours, with breaks), we expect participants to:
· have developed knowledge of and enthusiasm for new technologies
· understand the basic premise of entrepreneurship and how to start their own business
· be inspired to continue exploring technology and entrepreneurship as a career or hobby
Participants and Audiences:
Each workshop will include up to 20 high school students aged 13-18, selected by the Embassy. 
Additional Information:
Proposals should include descriptions of each workshop’s theme and outputs, the venue, and the qualifications of the instructors.  Special consideration will be given to proposals that include a follow-on element that connects the embassy with the participants after the project conclusion.

Proposals must include a plan for virtual engagement, either as the primary or alternate plan of action, should the COVID-19 situation not permit in-person meetings.


B. FEDERAL AWARD INFORMATION

Length of performance period: 6 to 8 months 
Number of awards anticipated: 1 award
Total available funding: $5,000
Type of Funding: FY20 American Spaces Funds
Anticipated program start date:  October 2020

This notice is subject to availability of funding.

Funding Instrument Type: Fixed Amount Award

Program Performance Period: Proposed programs should be completed in 8 months or less. 



C. ELIGILIBITY INFORMATION

1. Eligible Applicants

The following organizations are eligible to apply:  
· Not-for-profit organizations, including think tanks and civil society/non-governmental organizations 
· Public and private educational institutions
· Individuals
· Public International Organizations and Governmental institutions

2. Cost Sharing or Matching

Not required


D. APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION INFORMATION

1. Address to Request Application Package

Application forms required below are available at https://lt.usembassy.gov/education-culture/small-grants-program/

2. Content and Form of Application Submission  

Please follow all instructions below carefully. Proposals that do not meet the requirements of this announcement or fail to comply with the stated requirements will be ineligible.

Content of Application

The following documents are required for applications from both organizations and individuals:

1. Mandatory SF424 application forms:
a) SF-424 (Application for Federal Assistance – organizations) / SF-424-I (Application for Federal Assistance- individuals) 
b) SF424A (Budget Information for Non-Construction programs) 
c) SF424B (Assurances for Non-Construction programs) 

2. Summary Coversheet: Cover sheet stating the applicant name and organization, proposal date, program title, proposed start and end dates, program locations, requested amount and brief purpose of the program.

3. Proposal: The proposal should contain sufficient information that anyone not familiar with it would understand exactly what the applicant wants to do. You may use the provided Embassy proposal format or your own proposal format, but it must include all the items below. 
· Proposal Summary: Short narrative that outlines the proposed program, including program objectives and anticipated impact.
· Introduction to the Organization or Individual applying: A description of past and present operations, showing ability to carry out the program, including information on all previous grants from the U.S. Embassy and/or U.S. government agencies.
· Problem Statement: Clear, concise and well-supported statement of the problem to be addressed and why the proposed program is needed
· Program Goals and Objectives: The “goals” describe what the program is intended to achieve. The “objectives” refer to the intermediate accomplishments on the way to the goals. These should be achievable and measurable.
· Program Activities: Describe the program activities and how they will help achieve the objectives. 
· Program Methods and Design: A description of how the program is expected to work to solve the stated problem and achieve the goal. 
· Proposed Program Schedule: The proposed timeline for the program activities. Include the dates, times and locations of planned activities and events.
· Key Personnel: Names, titles, roles and experience/qualifications of key personnel involved in the program. What proportion of their time will be used in support of this program? 
· Program Partners: List the names and type of involvement of key partner organizations and sub-awardees.
· Program Monitoring and Evaluation Plan: This is an important part of successful grants. Throughout the time-frame of the grant, how will the activities be monitored to ensure they are happening in a timely manner, and how will the program be evaluated to make sure it is meeting the goals of the grant?
· Future Funding or Sustainability: Applicant’s plan for continuing the program beyond the grant period, or the availability of other resources, if applicable.

4. Budget Justification Narrative: After filling out the SF-424A Budget (above), use a separate sheet of paper to describe each of the budget expenses in detail. See Section H for further information.

5. Attachments (suggested examples):
· One-page CV or resume of key program personnel
· Letters of support from program partners describing the roles and responsibilities of each partner
· Official permission letters, if required for program activities

Required Registrations: All organizations applying for grants (except individuals) must obtain these registrations. All are free of charge:
Unique Identifier Number from Dun & Bradstreet (DUNS number) 
NCAGE/CAGE code 
www.SAM.gov registration 

Lithuanian organizations may request registration instructions for DUNS, NCAGE and SAM.gov in Lithuanian by sending a request to VilniusGrants@state.gov.


Please ensure:
· All documents are in English
· All budgets are in U.S. dollars



All application materials must be submitted by email to VilniusGrants@state.gov with “FY20 American Center Workshops” and the applicant organization’s name in the subject line.



F. FEDERAL AWARD ADMINISTRATION INFORMATION

1. Federal Award Notices

The grant award will be written, signed, awarded, and administered by the Grants Officer. The assistance award agreement is the authorizing document and it will be provided to the recipient for review and signature by email. The recipient may only start incurring program expenses beginning on the start date shown on the grant award document signed by the Grants Officer.

If a proposal is selected for funding, the Department of State has no obligation to provide any additional future funding. Renewal of an award to increase funding or extend the period of performance is at the discretion of the Department of State. 

Issuance of this NOFO does not constitute an award commitment on the part of the U.S. government, nor does it commit the U.S. government to pay for costs incurred in the preparation and submission of proposals. Further, the U.S. government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals received.

Payment Method: First payment 80% of the grant, 20% after the reports will be submitted. 



2. Reporting

Reporting Requirements: Recipients will be required to submit financial reports and program reports.  The award document will specify how often these reports must be submitted.   


G.  FEDERAL AWARDING AGENCY CONTACTS
If you have any questions about the grant application process, please contact: VilniusGrants@state.gov.

H. OTHER INFORMATION 
Guidelines for Budget Justification:
Personnel: Describe the wages, salaries and benefits of temporary or permanent staff who will be working directly for the applicant on the program and the percentage of their time that will be spent on the program.

Travel: Estimate the costs of travel and per diem for this program. If the program involves international travel, include a brief statement of justification for that travel.

Supplies: List and describe all items and materials needed for the program. 

Contractual: Describe goods and services that the applicant plans to acquire through a contract with a vendor. Also describe any sub-awards to nonprofit partners that will help carry out the program activities. 

Other Direct Costs: Describe other costs that are directly associated with the program but do not fit in the other categories. For example, shipping costs for materials and equipment or applicable taxes. All “Other” or “Miscellaneous” expenses must be itemized and explained.

Indirect Costs: These are costs that cannot be linked directly to the program activities, such as overhead costs needed to help keep the organization operating. If your organization has a Negotiated Indirect Cost Rate (NICRA) and includes NICRA charges in the budget, attach a copy of your latest NICRA. Organizations that have never had a NICRA may request indirect costs of 10 percent of the modified total direct costs as defined in 2 CFR 200.68.

